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LATIN AMERICA 


Argentina 

Rights Update for 1979 


Abductions . There has been a sharp drop in the number 
of abductions reported to our Embassy and to human rights 
groups. Nine have been reported for January and none for I 
either February or March. These figures, according to the / 
Embassy, tend to confirm numerous reports that the govern- J 
ment has ordered a halt to abductions and disbanded several 
counterterrorist units. 

Prisoner Treatment . According to a senior Ministry of 
Interior source, the government will soon issue a uniform 
code of conduct and treatment covering all^jriminal and 
political prisoners. ( INR Note : j sources have 

consistently pointed to the absence' of such a code as one 
of the sources of prisoner mistreatment.) 
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Re ducing PEN Roles . An Interior Ministry official 
stated to an Embassy officer his intent to reduce the number 
of executive (PEN) prisoners to 1,800 by the time the visit 
of the Inter-American Human Rights Commission (IAHRC) , 
scheduled for May 2 8- June 9, takes place. Published figures 
show a net release of 184 individuals from PEN status be- 
tween January 1 and March 25 (208 removed; 24 added) , 
leaving the Embassy's count of acknowledged executive de- 
tainees at 2,689. 

Juridical Activity . Two important 1979 Supreme Court 
actions have encouraged human rights advocates. In one 
case, the Court ordered the Army to return to judicial 
custody an Army NCO who had been under civilian detention 
for threatening a civilian with his pistol; the Army com- 
plied. In the other case, the Court for the first time 
ordered a lower court to investigate a disappearance case 
that was the subject of a habeas corpus writ. 

Prisoner Mistreatment . February produced three 
^ases of alleged prisoner mistreatment. According to reports 

~ !from other prisoners, one person 

oTgappeared from prison~anBP , ftas — not tseehTeTucdLedi — another — I 

was taken from his cell and tortured while being interro- .-/I 
gated; and a third died as a result of beatings by guards. *-* 

Groups Targeted by Secruity Agents . Reports reaching 
the Embassy reveal that two groups have been the object of 
^consistent security force “attention since late J. 4» 7 tJ . They 
ate Llie RhlaLiues oi TPef sons’Petained and Disappeared lor 
• Pol itical Reasons , (linked to the Argentine Communist Party) 
and the Socialist Workers' Party (PST)_. Thus far, however, 
members ol" tiiU" Lwu yiuups wliO'H&v'e oeen abducted by security 
forces can be accounted for, i.e., none is listed as 
"disappeared." (CONFIDENTIAL, Buenos Aires 2501, March 30) 


INR Comment. Insofar as there have been positive signs 


e have been positive signs 
can be pa'rti'aUy^aTrt r lbufe'd' 


in human rights 

— Lhe VideTa yuvelUluent' s desire to soften what it knows 
wi IT' be ’highly “negative “IAHRC f indingsi " 


Supreme Court Orders Special Investigation Into Missing 
Persons . The Chilean Supreme Court ordered five regional * 
judges on March 21 to name special investigating judges to 
look into cases of missing persons and instructed six other 
circuits to concentrate attention on specific disappearances. 
The ruling, couched in careful terms, responded to a ‘November 
1978 petition by Catholic Church officials regarding 618 
individual cases. 
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